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Middle of Nowhere

• Wraparound can work in any 
environment and is particularly  
adaptive for rural settings.

• Brainstorming can be the anecdote 
to challenges in rural settings.

• Reliance on community connections 
and resources is a key component to 
successful quality Wraparound 
practice in rural areas.



Rural Communities
• Rural areas make up 97% of the 

land mass vs. 3% urban
• Rural areas make up 19% of 

population
• Anything not labeled "Urban" is 

considered rural
• Rural areas often have

• Limited transportation
• Lower provider availability
• Structural factors lacking- limited 

access to technology



MYTHS of Rural 
Communities 

in Wrap

•I can't get specialty treatments

•No providers in my area

•Wraparound can't happen 
because providers will not show up 
to meetings

•People desire isolation in smaller 
towns where everyone knows their 
"business"



What now?



Family Story – What do we 
need to emphasize?

• Ensure we find out how 
they get through the 
tough times

• Who supports them?
• Culture of the 

community – do you 
know the small town 
rules?

• Who is related to whom 
– everyone knows 
everyone



Who’s in your 
bubbles?





Let’s make sure 
we get the right 
information from 
the first meeting



No formal 
supports 
available! 

Oh No!









What is under 
the surface?



What do we know 
about Brainstorming?

• It is not about quality, but 
quantity

• Must be free of judgement or 
critique

• Everyone participates
• Out of the box ideas are 

encouraged
• All brains are equal





How are we using 
their supports? 



Resource 
Mapping





Contact Information

National Wraparound Implementation Center (NWIC)
www.nwic.org

Email: nwic@ssw.umaryland.edu

The Institute for Innovation and Implementation
University of Maryland, School of Social Work

525 W. Redwood St
Baltimore, MD 21201-1023

Email: theinstitute@ssw.umaryland.edu
Website: www.ssw.umaryland.edu/theinstitute
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